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No. 1, 1985]

SHORTER NOTICES

LAW, MORAUTY AND RIGHTS. Edited by M.A. Stewart, [Reidel, 1983, 435 pp.].

This volume is the edited proceedings of the conference on "Law, Morality
and Rights", organized by the Royal Institute in Philosophy and held in
1979. A broad selection from these proceedings has already appeared in print
as Law and Philosophy vol. 1, no. 2, 1982.

As a conference, this must have been an exciting event. The subjects are
varied, all belong to the center of current debate in legal philosophy; and
many of the contributors are among the most interesting and creative scholars
in the field. Another virtue of the collection is an attempted balance between
theory and practice. The book provides an exchange between R. Summers,
A. Honord and the late J. Mackie on "working conceptions of the law" and
the implications to the role of the judge; a discussion of justification and
precedent by M. Hanen and R. Shiner; an exchange between A. White, N.
MacCormick and S. Coval on rights as claims; an analysis of the theory of
practice of the law of obscenity by A. Woozley, A. Simpson and G. Robert-
son; an examination of the troubling question of whether reverse discri-
mination is justified and fair by R. Tur, E. Wolgast and J. Teichman; a return
to the question of duress as a defence in the criminal law by Lord Kilbrandon,
A. Kenny, A. Anton and J. Mackie; ending with the inevitable discussion of
theories of punishment by J. Murphey, M. Freeman, and J. Cottingham.
There is no question that many of these contributions are important and
original additions to the literature in legal philosophy. It should be mentioned
that the volume does not contain all the seminar papers delivered at the
conference, and some have been published elsewhere.'

This very variety causes the reviewer an embarrassment of riches. Each of
the subjects touched upon in this volume could support an independent
discussion. Nonetheless, to start a systematic comment on all papers does
not seem a proper route for a book review. The other option, of making
some general comments in a rather sporadic manner, does not seem more
attractive or beneficial. These are the types of volume that makes the task
of reviewers even more difficult than it usually is.

Of course the plight of reviewers should not be a consideration against
the publication of proceedings of conferences, even of conferences whose
unifying theme is rather broad. The publishers will simply have to expect

1 See preface, pp. ix-xi. The omitted works which have been published elsewhere
include presentations by Duff on Malice in Murder, and by Schauer on Free Speech
and the Paradox of Tolerance.
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that typically the recommendation of the book will lie in the combination of
subjects and contributors. In both these senses, this volume is an extremely
impressive one. Anyone interested in one of the many subjects discussed is
likely to find in it interesting, relevant and updated material. This has been
the case for me.

Moreover, the publication of loosely connected contributions in the same
broad field has at least one important virtue: We are all the victims of the
explosion of literature, and at times we find that we can hardly read all the
works which are directly relevant to our subjects of research. We then tend
to give up on the attempt to keep in touch with more "remote" issues.
Volumes such as these (and the conferences they reflect) serve as correctives
in the other direction. They help us not to loose sight of the forest through
the inevitable detailed treatment of one tree at a time.

Law, Morality and Rights shows legal philosophy to be in good shape. Its
issues attract leading lawyers and philosophers, indicating the consensus that
the insights of legal philosophy are of interest to both philosophy and the
law. This is not a minor achievement, and it is important to remember that it
has not always been this way. Not too long ago lawyers were weary of "too
much theory", claiming that it could not help them in their practical tasks;
and philosophers ridiculed the lack of sophistication they found in theore-
tical writings about the law. We should therefore enjoy the present state of
the art and remember not to take it for granted. Teaching and writing in
legal philosophy, making such volumes familiar and important, may contri-
bute to the vitality that makes such conferences and such volumes possible.

[R.G.]

MEDICOLEGAL LIBRARY Vol. I: CHILD ABUSE, A. Carrni and H. Zimrin (eds.)
Vol. II: EUTHANASIA, A. Carmi (ed.) [Springer-Verlag, Berlin, Heidelberg, New
York, Tokyo, 1984].

These two volumes on child abuse and euthanasia are the first of an intend-
ed ongoing series of collections of essays dealing with basic problems of
medicine and law. The guiding force behind the publication of these volumes
is Judge A. Carmi of the Haifa District Court-the most prominent figure
in Israel concerned with medicolegal problems, and editor-in-chief of Medi-
cine and Law: An International Journal.

The first volume, on child abuse, is divided into five sections. In each
section there are from two to five contributions. These sections are: I. The
Phenomenon; II. Child Abuse and the Law; m. Child Abuse and Psychiatry;
IV. The Sexually Abused Child and V. Child Abuse and Pathology. Section
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